What do you do with all that Junk?

Most debris is disposed of locally but with fandfill space
at a premium in rural Alaska some has to be shipped
away. We're working with recyclers in Washington and
the Port of Seattle to accept old nets and line so the
plastic resins can be reused. We've investigated
waste-to-energy technology that may be feasible some
day in the future. None of these options are cheap or
easy but we're committed to finding cost effective
options to dispose of marine debris.

An International problem

Not all debris is home grown. Plastic bottles found along
Alaska shores bear labels from Japan, Korea, Russia,
Taiwan, mainland China and even farther away. Many
fishing fioats and nets are of Asian origin. Some are very
old - so-called "legacy nets" from foreign fisheries that
operated in U.S. wafers decades ago before washing
ashore in Alaska. Ocean currents make marine debris
truly a global problem.

And who or what is the MCA
Foundation?

The MCAF is a non-profit foundation based in Juneau
that supports the conservation and sustainable use of
fishery resources in the North Pacific through
cooperative research programs, public education, and
the cleantp of marine debris. MCAF's members include
most of the seafood processors that operate in Alaska,
groundfish and crab vessel owners, fishing communities
and members of the support industry. Marine Debris
program funding is provided by NOAA.

Marine Conservation Alliance Foundation
431 N. Franklin St. Ste 305
Juneau, AK 99801
Telephone: 907-523-0731
Fax: 206-260-3639
Web: www.mcafoundation.org

Prepared by the MCA Foundation with funding under award number
NAOBNOS4630024 from the Mational Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, U.S. Deparfment of Commerce. The statements,

findings, conclusions, and recommenclations do not necessarily reflact
the views of the National Oceanic and Atfrmospheric Administration, or
U.S. Department of Commerce.
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Don't litter! Properly stow plastics while at sea
and discard old nets at a landfill. Join alocal
coast walk or other program fo clean up
beaches in your community. And report
concentrations of marine debris to MCAF. We're
compiling reports from the public, resource
managers, enforcement officers and other field
worlkers to build a data base of debris
accumulations to plan future cleanup efforts.
Reports that include GPS coordinates and
photos are especially welcome though our
website www.mcafoundation.org or emailed o
marinedebris@ak.net.
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Marine Debris
In Alaska
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